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Head of the Opposition
& Leader of the Kadima Party

Jerusalem, April 23, 2009

Excellencies,

 
I write to you in light of media reports that members of the EU are considering suspending the upgrade of relations between Europe and Israel, pending clearer indications regarding the new Israeli government's commitment to the Middle East peace process and the two-State solution.

You will recall our joint efforts, during my tenure as Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, to upgrade Israel-EU relations as a concrete expression of the strategic importance we all attach to enhancing the ties between Israel and Europe. I believed then, and continue to believe today, that expanding and deepening the EU-Israel relationship across a wide range of spheres was in the vested interests of all parties, and was satisfied that we could successfully launch the upgrade of relations without direct linkage to other issues.
Assuming the above-mentioned reports are accurate, I want to urge you not to allow the upgrade process to be delayed. You are all familiar with my deep commitment to comprehensive peace between Israel and its neighbors and to realizing the vision of two States for two peoples – a commitment that is shared by the vast majority of Israelis. I believe, however, that linking this issue with the upgrade will neither help to advance the cause of peace nor benefit Europe. This approach is denying the very real benefits that the upgrade offers for the citizens of both Israel and Europe. 
I ask you to appeal to all EU members not to allow the development of our wide-ranging strategic partnership to be held back by any single issue, however important. In the end, the interests of Israel, Europe and Middle East peace are best served by strengthening, not weakening, the ties between us.
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Yours Sincerely,

Tzipi Livni
Head of the Opposition &
Leader of the Kadima Party
	Mr. Mirek Topolánek
President of the EU Council and
Prime Minister of the Czech Republic
 
Mr. Javier Solana,
High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, Secretary General of the Council of the EU
 
Ms. Benita Ferrero-Waldner
Member of the European Commission in charge of External Relations and European Neighborhood Policy 
	Cc: 
The Prime Minister of the State of Israel

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Israel


